EDS 76 HI antibodies in a flock of free-range layers.
An investigation of poor laying performance in a flock of free-range hens revealed high levels of serum antibodies to EDS 76 in the flock initially examined and in another, older flock on the same farm. These flocks had contact with ducks on a farm dam and were supplied with untreated drinking water from the dam. Serological evidence indicated that another flock supplying the same egg packing station had been infected with EDS 76 virus. Little serological evidence of EDS infection was detected from five other flocks supplying the packing station, parent breeders or the ducks resident on the dam. Therefore, the source of the EDS 76 virus remains conjectural.